
M
uch of the history published on the “Golden Age” has not
been well documented. In addition, the materials are
widely dispersed. Those wanting to do research on the era

face a daunting task.

If you are willing to travel, most of the secondary sources can be
found in three locations: The National Automotive History
Collection in the Detroit Public Library, The Library of Congress
and The Automobile Reference Collection in the Free Library of
Philadelphia. Much can be obtained through inter-library loan pro-
grams, used bookstores and the Internet. The most incredible devel-
opment in the recent past is the ability to go online and find what-
ever you need through various used book dealers. Many specialize
in automotive books. Though this can be expensive, it at least cuts
down on the time and cost of travel.

I found the best search engines to be addall.com and
bookfinder.com. Some of the people you will run across have very
detailed knowledge of their books, are usually interested and
extremely helpful. They are Art Spindler, Christopher Briston, Dave
McClure, Thomas Warth, and David Gavitt. Their phone numbers, e-
mail and snail mail addresses will be in the book citations that come
up as a result of the search. 

Warth published a very useful catalog in 1993 on used automobile
books titled The Car Book Value Guide and Bibliography. (Tew
Press, Minnesota, 1993). As of 1993, it had most of the out of print
and used books available for the dealers listed by title, author, sub-
ject and price. It also tries to summarize the periodical literature,
particularly useful is the index for Automobile Quarterly through
1992. Fred Chaparro, the proprietor of Automotive Bookstop in
Burbank, California is an ex-midget racer and very knowledgeable
about racing in general. Ebay occasionally has books that are of
interest but it takes a lot of surfing to find them.  

The periodical literature, with the exception of Automobile
Quarterly, is another matter. Much of the available primary source
material and later reflections by participants of the period are found
in such publications as Motor West and Speed Age. These are not
easy to find in your local library. Some articles have been reprinted
in specialty journals. For example, Peter DePaolo’s “I Drove the
Boards” series that originally appeared in Speed Age, was reprinted
in The Bulb Horn. Many of the articles have been photocopied and
are available from individuals that you meet along the way. Most can
be located in the National Automotive History Collection in Detroit.

The primary source for secondary scholarship is Automobile
Quarterly. It has been published since 1962 by a series of owners in
hardbound format. Many of the best historians have published mate-
rial here, but it is no more reliable than other sources of second-hand
history. Its index volumes, however, make it a good jumping-off
place for serious research. Larger local libraries often have the entire
run. The articles are usually well illustrated with paintings or photo-
graphs and sometimes both. It is a magnificent publication and
worth having in your library. Many of the past issues are available
directly from Automobile Quarterly, the Internet or used book deal-
ers. Happy hunting.

One website, www.milleroffy.com, has an extensive list of books
and periodical literature. The site is full of things Miller, including
historic and contemporary photographs of the cars and car parts as
well as sounds of the engines at 7,000 r.p.m.

Photographs are key to an understanding of the period. As historical
documents, they yield much information about people, cars, car num-
bers, engines and give a “feel” for the period. Like the books and mag-
azine articles, however, they are widely dispersed. The best starting
place for this period is the essay by Frederick Usher in the second edi-
tion of Borgeson’s, The Golden Age of the American Racing Car. He
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covers the various major collections and where they reside. It is impor-
tant enough to reproduce in this book as Appendix 11. As an update to
Usher; the Zagari Collection was recently sold to Matt Spitzley, an
automobile enthusiast living in England. In addition to Zagari’s work,
roughly 130,000 glass plate negatives and color transparencies feature
Testi and Branger, photographers whose work Zagari collected.

Sadly, Bruce Craig died this year. His collection, which numbered
about 100,000 glass plate and film negatives, supplied many a his-
torian with photographic raw materials. The focus is American open
wheel racing from the beginnings to the 1980s. Dale Snyder, in
Nazareth, Pennsylvania, now owns the collection. He can be reached
at snydervideo@enter.net.

For the period 1916 to 1924 some additional sources for photo-
graphic materials not mentioned by Usher, and in no particular
order, are the Corona Public Library, the Santa Monica Public
Library, The National Automobile Museum in Reno, Nevada (which
has over 900 Meurisse glass plate negatives), The University of
Southern California, The University of California at Los Angeles,
the Eastern Automobile Museum, Daytona Racing Archives, the Los
Angeles Public Library, Monza Autodrome, The Automobile Club
of the West at Le Mans, the Tacoma Public Library, The Washington
Historical Association, the Los Angeles County Museum of Natural
History (The Seaver Center) and the Ludvigsen Library in London.
All of these organizations have photographs that can be accessed by
the researcher. One interesting collection of early motoring can be
found at the George Eastman House in Rochester, New York. The
collection is comprised of 871 still photographs by Nathan
Lazarnick. They are all reproduced in thumbnail size on a website
(www.geh.org/ar/strip15/htmlsrc/lazar_sld00014.html) and avail-
able for purchase. Many have racing subject matter. Dale La
Follette’s, Vintage Motor Photo, is a commercial enterprise with a
printed catalog and a website at www.VintageMotorphoto.com.
Most of the subject matter is post World War II but there are some
photos from the “Golden Age.”

The largest library of photographs on historic European racing is the
LAT Photographic Digital Archive in Middlesex, England. It has the
photo morgue of The Motor and The Autocar, the most active of the
English motor magazines for the whole period. However, many are
still unsorted and not cataloged properly.

I am certain a review of historical societies and libraries near race
venues would yield results. Elgin, Illinois, for example, has materi-
al on their road races and a group is putting together information on
the history of each year. Sometimes it requires asking the right ques-
tion or getting to the right person, but that is part of the fun and
excitement of the search. You never know where or when you are
going to run across something interesting or historically important. 

Frederick Usher only scratched the surface in mentioning private
individuals and their photographic collections. I do not feel com-
fortable revealing them here but dedicated research will eventually
find them. I will mention one because of its historic interest and
importance. It is the James Brucker Collection. All the photographs
identified with Brucker as the source come from Murphy’s estate.
They are the photographs Murphy selected to document his career.
James Brucker acquired them in the early 1980s and has preserved
them in that condition. He has been generous enough to allow their
use here. Many are published for the first time.

Motion picture footage of events discussed in King of the Boards,
taken for newsreels of the day by the Pathe and Paramount Studios,
is owned by the Grinberg Library and unavailable to the researcher
because of cost. It is on silver nitrate film that is technically very dif-
ficult to work with. Moving pictures taken at Indianapolis are some-
times shown on television programs. There is additional footage in
private collections that will be available one day as they are sold off
or donated to libraries.

Oral history could have been a rich source of information, but the
characters were not recorded in any systematic way. Borgeson inter-
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viewed over 80 people for his book, The Golden Age, and it might be
worthwhile to revisit his notes of those conversations, assuming they
still exist. Russ Catlin interviewed Tommy Milton on tape but I have
been unable to locate a copy. The DePalma and Oldfield archive is
housed in the Amateur Athletic Association which received them
from the Helms Foundation. All of the people that would be impor-
tant to talk to are dead. The technology to record them in the 1940s,
50s and 60s was crude and cumbersome by today’s standards, and it
was uncommon to do so.

I have listed the books, articles and newspapers alphabetically, not by
chapter or subject. I have tried to indicate how and why they are help-
ful and, of course, they are my opinions. It is only a starting point.

The Sources

Allen, Frederick Lewis. Only Yesterday; An Informal History of the
Nineteen-Twenties. New York: Harper and Brothers, 1931.
An almost contemporary analysis of the decade. Popular history that is well
written and informative. It is the first attempt to interpret the 1920s and
starts the bootleggers, flappers and hoodlum view. Allen is discounted by
recent scholarship though he occasionally has interesting insight and
should not be simply dismissed.

Altoona Race Program. Altoona, Pennsylvania, September 1, 1924.
Program for the second race held in June, 1924 at Altoona that has inter-
esting biographies of the drivers and material on the first race in September
of 1923.

Automotive Industries. August 23, 1923. 
This article describes the Monza trip and the penalty handed out to Murphy
by the AAA for going. Also speculates as to how the Millers will perform
and the strength of the Fiats.

Beardsley, J. L. “The Violent Life of Jimmy Murphy,” Modern Man,
1950’s. pp.45-50.
An interesting article that briefly summarizes Murphy’s racing career.
Beardsley is on the “feud” side of the argument regarding Milton, and is
replete with factual errors, but it nevertheless is a place to start for an
understanding of Murphy’s four and a half years of piloting a racecar.

Bellu, Serge. Blue Blood: A History of Grand Prix Racing Cars in
France. New York: Frederick Warne & Co., 1979.
Tells the French Grand Prix story from 1906 through 1977 with a concentration
on French manufactured cars. It is history and technical data supported with
numerous photographs.  The appendix summarizes each car in alphabetical
order. An outstanding book well worth the effort to find in a library. It strange-
ly is more available than other titles. Maybe the book had better marketing.

Bentley, John. Great American Automobiles. Englewood Cliffs, New
Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1957.
A good summary of racing on the Ormond-Daytona Beach. It covers 1902
to 1929 and, in addition to the beach, covers the Vanderbilt Cup and other
early racing. Interesting photographs and a well-written summary of the
building of the Indianapolis Speedway.

Betts Brothers, ed. Auto Racing Winners, 1895-1947. Philadelphia:
Betts, 1948.
In the National Automotive History Collection at the Detroit Public Library
in typewritten form. Chronological race results from 1895 to 1947 of major
speed classics, trials and historic races. Should be cross-referenced to the
statistics in Wallen.

Beverly Hills Race Program. February 27, 1924. 
Good driver biographies and gives the reader a sense of the race and track’s
significance.

Blazier, John E. & Rollings, Tom. Forgotten Heroes of the
Speedways: The Riding Mechanics. Indianapolis, Indiana: Stephen
R. Rettig, 1994. 
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A pamphlet about the riding mechanics and a listing of their names with
drivers and cars. It is the only publication that I am aware of that specifi-
cally deals with the mechanicians.

Bloemker, Al. “The Incomparable Milton,” Automobile Quarterly,
v.8 no.2, fall 1969. pp.160-177.
The most complete summary of Milton’s life and racing career in print. It
is sympathetic and written by the long time publicist of the Indianapolis
Speedway who was a very good friend and associate of Milton’s. It is very
non-controversial in interpretation in that it follows the general prescribed
outline that Milton sought to manage. It is well worth reading and con-
tributes overall to the historical literature. Until Tommy’s life can be told
with access to his archive it remains the most complete summary in print.

__________. 500 Miles to Go; The Story of the Indianapolis
Speedway. New York: Coward-McCann, 1961.
Historical account of the Speedway from its beginnings to the late 1950s.
Nothing particularly new by way of scholarship but a worthwhile, popular-
ly written account.

Boardman, Fon W. America and the Jazz Age; A History of the
1920s. New York: H.Z. Walck, 1968.

Bochroch, Albert R. American Auto Racing: An Illustrated History.
New York: Viking, 1974.
One of the few general accounts that tells the story of American racing
from the beginnings through 1972. A listing of races and winning drivers
by year is in the appendix. This feature can be compared to Betts and
Wallen. It contains many interesting photographs of each period. Some of
the information has been updated with subsequent scholarship. However, it
is one of the standards.

Boddy, William. The World’s Land Speed Record. London: Phoenix
House, 1964.
Small volume that is not much help. It mainly discusses English record
breakers and discounts both De Palma and Milton’s records in that they
only ran in one direction, which was all that was required by the AAA.

Borgeson, Griffith. Bugatti: The Dynamics of Mythology. London:
Osprey, 1981.
The best book on this interesting car builder and man. Bugatti built some
of the best race and passenger cars in the world.

______________. “Fresh Footnotes to the History of Miller Front
Drive,” Automobile Quarterly, v.21 no.4, fourth quarter 1983. pp.
400-417
A complete history of the Miller front-drive racecar and all its permuta-
tions. Talks about the significance of the concept to race and passenger car
design. He argues that the outboard brake car is the first one designed for
Murphy.

______________. “Gabriel Voisin: Archetype of Constructors,”
Automobile Quarterly, v.13 no.4, fourth quarter 1975. pp. 342-357.
A very interesting article on this interesting man and his accomplish-
ments. There is not as much on the racing as on his life, pursuits and proj-
ects but enough to get a sense of what his racecars were about. He was way
ahead of his time and Borgeson feels on a level with Frank Lloyd Wright
and Le Corbusier in terms of design. His passenger cars were beautiful
and as accomplished as anything being done at his time. He lived until
1973, into his 90s. He was also at the very beginning of heavier than air
flight, before the Wright Brothers. Most people do not remember him,
which is a shame.  

______________. “Leon Duray: Just the Fastest,” Automobile
Quarterly, v.21 no.4, fourth quarter 1983. pp. 424-435.
The only lengthy work on George Stewart, AKA Leon Duray, one of the
best of the early drivers. Though he didn’t win much, he was fast.

______________. Miller. Osceola, Wisconsin: Motorbooks
International, 1993.
An excellent summary of Miller’s work and Borgeson’s interpretations. He
is still clinging to the outboard brake car as first and, I think amusingly,
shows picture after picture “proving” his point It is a very handsome book
by the “dean” of American automotive historians. It should be compared to
Mark Dees, The Miller Dynasty, the standard work on Miller.
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______________. “Project Time Machine: The Chassis,” Sports Car
Illustrated, v. 6 No. 1, July 1960. pp. 48-53, 94.
An analysis of what made the Miller chassis unique and different. He
recounts the care Miller poured into the cars and their fabrication. Has a
tremendous cutaway illustration of a F-W-D Miller.

______________. “Project Time Machine, The Engine,” Car and
Driver, June 1961. pp. 77-81, 97-98.
An article on Miller engines and their development. It is an early essay cov-
ered again in later publications on Miller.

______________. The Golden Age of the American Racing Car,
2nd.Ed. Warrendale, PA: Society of Automotive Engineers, Inc.,
1998.
The second edition of arguably the most influential book written on the
early era of American automobile racing. It covers the period from the
1910s to the 1930s and recounts the historical development of racecar
technology, courses, designers, builders, drivers and events. It was first
published in 1966 when there were almost no secondary accounts. It is
hard to overestimate the importance of the book. The second edition was
not updated with the latest research and contains many miss labeled pho-
tos and factual errors, but it still remains the “New Testament” of auto-
mobile racing in the “Golden Age.” Borgeson interviewed over 80 people
that had direct contact with the era. It is probably the most enduring fea-
ture of the work. It is the place to start. You may come to different con-
clusions but not without digesting Borgeson.

______________. “The History of Ballot,” Automobile Quarterly, v.
21 no.2, second quarter 1983. pp. 166-184.
Excellent article on Ballot who built innovative products after WWI but
had trouble winning. He, along with Duesenberg, started the trend toward
the straight eight engine. De Palma had some success in the United States
with a car but Ballot won little in Europe and finally gave it up. Jimmy
Murphy dominated the Ballots at the 1921 French Grand Prix.

_______________. “ The Racing Duesenbergs, Part I-The Walking
Beam Era,” Car Life, v. 12 No.2, March 1965. pp. 49-55.
From the beginnings to 1918. A good overview of the Duesenberg effort at
building competitive racing engines and cars.

_______________. “ The Racing Duesenbergs, Part II-The Straight
Eight Era,” Car Life, v. 12 No.3, April 1965. pp. 82-88
Finishes the story through about 1930. Both articles were published a year
before his book The Golden Age of the American Racing Car and contain
much of the information discussed there. Borgeson had done his interviews
by this time and the Car Life pieces are his first comprehensive attempt to
record the Duesenberg story.  

______________. “Pre-Conquest Millers,” Automobile Quarterly, v.
19 no.1, first quarter 1981. pp. 88-103.

______________. “Tommy Milton and the Double Duesy,” Sports
Car Illustrated, November 1958. pp. 18-19,56,57.
Excellent introduction to the subject with a lot of quotes from Tommy
Milton. Good summary description but definitely from Milton’s point of
view. He failed to talk with anyone else who might have been there. Harry
Hartz, for example. It is also obvious that Borgeson did not review the
newspaper coverage of the event. Many later historians based their inter-
pretations partially on this article and make many of the same mistakes he
does. As a result the historical record has been partially “polluted.”

Bradley, William F. “Grand Prix Car Characteristics,” The Autocar,
July 16, 1921. pp. 109-112.

________________. “Grand Prix Race Drivers,” The Autocar, July
9, 1921. pp. 67-70.
A description of each of the drivers in the upcoming French Grand Prix.

________________. Motor Racing Memories, 1903-1921. London:
Motor Racing Publications, 1960.

301



Though published in 1960 Bradley was a participant. The book is a mem-
oir by a man at the center of racing for a lot of years. He helped European
car racing teams come to Indianapolis and facilitated the Duesenberg effort
at Le Mans. It is a hard to find and an interesting book.

________________. “The Races He Never Won,” Sports Car
Illustrated, September 1959. pp. 66-67,80,82,84.
A very critical review of the Ballot motor racing effort. Bradley did not like
Henri Ballot and took this occasion to demean his efforts.

________________. Letter to Fred Duesenberg, March 1, 1921.
A key document that outlines who paid for the Duesenberg entry fees to the
1921 French Grand Prix and what would be necessary in the car set up for
the Le Mans course.

Bowman, Lynn. Los Angeles: Epic of a City. Berkeley, California:
Howell-North, 1974.

Brechin, Gray. Imperial San Francisco: Urban Power, Earthly Ruin.
Berkeley, California: U. of California Press, 1999.
An interpretation of the rise of San Francisco in the context of mining and
what the author describes as the formation of an imperial city. By defini-
tion, mining added great wealth to the destruction of the surrounding envi-
ronment and the subjugation of contiguous countryside necessary to sup-
port the expanding city. He claims it is characteristic of any number of
great cities in history. It is an important book that goes beyond the history
of San Francisco in the application of his model. In the end he is partially
right but becomes farfetched in later chapters. 

Bronson, William. The Day the Earth Shook and the Sky Burned.
Garden City: Doubleday, 1959.
This is an excellent book on the San Francisco earthquake and fire of 1906.

Brown, Allan E. The History of America’s Speedways: Past and
Present. Comstock Park, Michigan, 1994.
A few short articles on types of American racing, but primarily an anthol-
ogy of tracks and race courses in America. A very detailed book that lists
just about everything.

Burgess, John W. “The Millers,” Super Auto Illustrated, v.2,
September 1985. pp. 78-83.
An interesting article by an artist, who painted several Miller scenes, par-
ticularly board tracks. It appears it is the condensed research Burgess did to
make the paintings accurate.

Campbell, Sir Malcolm. My Thirty Years of Speed. London:
Hutchinson & Co. 1935.
Reflections on land speed records and attempts by one of the most famous
of the English drivers who held all the records at various times. Interesting
photographs.

Caracciola, Rudolf. A Racing Car Driver’s World. New York: Farrar,
Straus & Cudahy, 1961.
Not exactly on point with Murphy’s story but a memoir by a great driver who
was racing by 1924. He talks about the atmosphere around racing and what it
was like to drive a period car. Rudy was one of the most successful ever. He is
mostly associated with the 1930s Mercedes Silver Arrows. An excellent read.

Carmody, Jack. Out of the Crucible. San Francisco, 1953.
A reprint with additional pictures and text of an article written by B.M.
Ikert in Motor Age, July 10, 1924. The piece compares Duesenberg racecar
design with the passenger car. Every component of the cars is discussed.

Carnegie, Tom. Indy 500, More Than a Race. New York: McGraw-
Hill, 1987.
Lavishly illustrated with photographs and drawings.

Carter, Bruce. Jimmy Murphy and the White Duesenberg. New York:
Coward-McCann, 1968.
A Children’s book on the French Grand Prix of 1921. Interesting summary
of the race and illustrations. It is a good read even though Carter repeats or
“borrows” many observations and gets some of his facts wrong.
Interestingly, he is one of the few to correctly record why Murphy had the
accident in practice. No one made a mistake as is often repeated, but rather,
Murphy or Inghibert was trying to avoid a horse and cart that had wandered
onto the course. One of the major hazards of early racing on open roads.
Catlin, Russ. “54 Bittersweet Years of the AAA Contest Board,”
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Automobile Quarterly, v. 20 no.4, fourth quarter 1982. pp. 392-417.
A major article on the sanctioning body for automobile racing in the United
States until USAC replaced it in the 50s. Catlin deals with the various heads
of the organization and most of the controversies.

__________. “Sheepshead Bay Speedway: The Colossus of
Brooklyn,” Automobile Quarterly, v. 14 no.1, first quarter 1976. pp.
92-109.
The only full history of this important speedway. It was two miles in length
and every champion through 1919 competed on it. It was located not too
far from Coney Island and was hugely popular with race fans.

__________. “Speed King in a Silk Shirt: The Career of Bob
Burman,” Automobile Quarterly, v.19 no.4, 4th Q. 1981. pp. 406-
416.

__________. “The Great Vail,” Automobile Quarterly, v.15 no.4, 1st
Q. 1977. pp. 392-407.
The story of Ira Vail, who was best on the dirt. He drove everywhere else
but was not great. He did have a 51% top five board track finish percent-
age but in 25 starts never won a race. 

__________. “The Wooden Wonders,” Automobile Quarterly, v.9
no.3, spring 1971. pp. 256-265.
Catlin is generally regarded as the chief historian of the board tracks prior
to Dick Wallen’s book on them. This article is a good overview and start-
ing point.

__________. “When Indianapolis Was Born,” Speed Age, October
1951. pp.12-15,42-53

Catton, Bruce. “The Restless Decade,” American Heritage, v.16
no.5, August 1965.  pp. 5-17.
A good concise summary of the decade of the 20s that incorporates some
new scholarship. Nicely illustrated.

Chudacoff, Howard P. The Evolution of American Urban Society.
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice Hall, 1994. 4th Ed. 
Describes the American urban scene from the 1600s to 1972. An interest-
ing summary and interpretation.

Cimarosti, Adriano. The Complete History of Grand Prix Motor
Racing. 1997.
A good introduction with excellent photographs and illustrations. There is
some information on the 1921 French Grand Prix and 1923 at Monza.
Many insights on early Grand Prix events, cars and drivers.

Clarke, R.M. The Land Speed Record, 1920-1929. Surrey, England:
Brooklands Books, 1999.
A compilation of contemporary articles from The Motor on land speed
attempts. Has some coverage of Milton though primarily about British
drivers.

Clutton, Cecil, et.al. The Racing Car: Development and Design.
London: Batsford, 1956.
It is written with Cyril Posthumus and Dennis Jenkinson. Each author cov-
ers a different chronological period. Posthumus does 1919 to 1933. It is a
very interesting history of the most significant racing cars of each era
including Fiat, Miller, Frontenac and more. The illustrations are by George
A. Oliver.

Clymer, Joseph Floyd. Floyd Clymer’s Indianapolis 500 Mile Race
History. Los Angeles: Clymer, 1946.
A standard reference work on the Indianapolis 500. Rather than a history,
it is a collection of contemporary periodical literature for each race
through 1941. It has interesting sidebars in addition to race results.

Considine, Tim. American Grand Prix Racing: A Century of Cars
and Drivers. Osceola, WI: Motorbooks International, 1997.
The standard work on American efforts at Grand Prix. Gets some things
wrong in the sections on Murphy but is a good effort and nicely illustrated.
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Conaway, T.W. “Remember the Boards,” Speed Age, December 1947
to February 1949.
One page summaries of each board track and its history. Not as deep and
rich as the DePaolo series “I Drove the Boards” in the same publication at
a later date.

Court, William E. Power and Glory: A History of Grand Prix Motor
Racing, 1906-1951.
London: Macdonald & Co., 1966.
This book is the central reference on the subject. Wonderful history and
great illustrations.

Cuneo, Terence. “Racing with Sunbeam,” Automobile Quarterly, v.
3 no.2, second quarter 1964. pp. 217-228.
A series of paintings by Terence Cuneo on various Sunbeam racing cars.

Cutter, Robert and Fendell, Bob. Encyclopedia of Auto Racing
Greats. Englewood Cliffs: Prentice Hall, 1973.
A big book, full of interesting personalities and information. Some serious
historical omissions of people, however, and not all their “facts” are cor-
rect, at least for Murphy. The book could use some editing based on recent
scholarship. A good starting point for those wanting to know about the driv-
ers. 

Daniels, Ted E., Ed. 75 Years of the Indianapolis 500. Indianapolis:
Indianapolis Star, 1986.
A year by year history of the race that presents nothing new or different
from Fox or Popely mentioned later.

Danzig, Allison & Brandwein, Peter. Sports Golden Age. New York:
Harper & Bros., 1948.
An interesting book that is a compilation of newspaper columns by con-
temporary sportswriters. It covers everything from football to six-day bicy-
cle racing with sections on such national pastimes as billiards, rowing and
yachting. There is no mention of automobile racing. It does give a flavor for
the times and its fascination with sports.

Davidson, James West. After the Fact: The Art of Historical
Detection. New York: Knopf, 1982.
A good book on historical method with great chapters on the use of paint-
ings and photographs.

Davis, H.C.S. A Racing Motorist: His Adventures at the Wheel in
Peace and War. London: Iliffe, 1949.
Davis was an editor of The Autocar for many years and raced Bentleys at
Le Mans. He rode as mechanic with Count Louis Zborowski in the 1924
French Grand Prix in the Miller road car he had purchased the year before
in America. It contains an interesting description of what it was like to be
a mechanic in an important road race.

___________. The Endless Quest for Speed. London: Iliffe, 1932
A collection of colored plates by Gordon Crosby that were originally pub-
lished in The Autocar. Davis was the editor at the time these were produced.
There are two volumes.

The Daytona Daily News. April 25, 1920. 
Primary source material for the records set by Milton.

The Daytona Morning Journal. April 17 to 29, 1920.
The most complete coverage of any of the papers on the events at Daytona.

Dees, Mark L. The Miller Dynasty, 2nd ed. Moorpark, California:
Hippodrome Publishing Co., 1994.
The best book on Harry Miller. Great photographs. Dees updated the first
edition as new scholarship became available, something not everyone does.
It is an in-depth look at Miller, his cars and the people around him. Also
interesting sidebars on such things as fuels. Dees was tragically killed in an
automobile accident in the early 1990s. The book is as interesting to car
restorers as it is to historians.

_____________. “Miller’s Magic, Circle Track, v. 2 No.4, April
1983. 
Mainly worth looking at for a book review of Dees’ book, The Miller
Dynasty. Interestingly, the reviewer, Joe Scalzo, compliments Dees on the
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effort and the beauty of the book but says he needed an editor and describes
the effort as ponderous. He also has a few biting comments about Miller,
the man, whom he apparently has less respect for than most people who
regard Harry as the patron saint of racecar design and fabrication.   

Demand, Carlo. Motor Racing Sketchbook. London: Foulis, 1956
The charcoal sketches of Demand that are also in The Big Race. Primarily
on European racing there are some that apply to Murphy’s career.

DePaolo, Peter. “I Drove the Boards,” Speed Age, various dates from
1951 to 1953.
The best series of articles on board track racing written by a participant. He
has been the only driver/mechanic to share his impressions in any kind of
systematic way. The focus is on Los Angeles but he also talks about other
venues, shares his philosophy on car preparation, driving, “Uncle” Ralph
DePalma and all the other drivers.

____________. Wall Smacker; The Saga of the Speedway.
Cleveland: Thompson Products, 1935.
On of the few autobiographies published by a participant in the events of
the era. He is always interesting even if his facts and recollections are a bit
rusty. The book contains many descriptions of what it was like to be in the
car and what went on in the world of big time auto racing. It should be a
starting point for anyone interested in researching the board track era.

Derks, Scott, 2nd ed. The Value of a Dollar: Prices and Incomes in
the United States, 1860-1999. Lakeville, CT: Grey House, 1999.

Dezell, Maureen. Irish America, Coming Into Clover. New York:
Doubleday, 2000.
An interesting intepretation of the Irish experience in American and some
of the supporting beliefs, attitudes and accomplishments that have molded
and reflect the development of this important minority.

Doyle, Gary D. “Art and the French Grand Prix, 1921,” Automotive
Fine Art, v. 12 no.26, August 2000. pp.36-45.
A historical account of the race and the artwork that has been done from
1921 to the present.

Duesenberg, Fred. “Thoughts,” The Auburn Magazine, July 1929.
A sympathetic recollection by Fred Duesenberg on the personality and rac-
ing career of Jimmy Murphy.

Dumas, Paul. “Miller Front Wheel Drive Racing Car,” Motor Age,
December 11, 1924. 
This article sent Griffith Borgeson off on his intellectual wild goose chase
trying to prove the outboard brake car was Murphy’s. He uses one sentence
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